WHO WOULD CARE ABOUT 
US POLITICAL PRISONERS? 
-- NELSON MANDELA 


The climate for Political Prisoners in the U.S. 
today is so bleak, punitive and mean-spirited that no 
politician will take on the issue. 

It's time to consider a néw approach to free U.S. 
PPs, outside federal or state governments. And there is 
one person who would understand in his deepest being 
the plight of U.S. PPs. He is the most famous Political 
Prisoner in the world: Nelson Mandela. 

The Omaha and Lincoin Justice Committees 
have explored every avenue in state and federal Legisla- 
tive, Judicial and Executive branches. We have called on 
the Board of Pardons -- Gov. Nelson, Attorney General 
Don Stenberg and Secretary of State Scott Moore. 

We have supported Mondo's efforts in the courts. 

We have called on the U.S. Senate Intelligence 
Committee -- Sen. Bob Kerrey (D., NE) isa member; and 
on the Black Congressional Caucus, chaired by Rep. 
Maxine Waters (D., CA), to investigate the charge that 
the U.S. has indeed jailed Political Prisoners for 25 years 
and more, because the FBI successfully colluded with 
local police forces in the 60s and 70s to "get" Black 
Panthers and other political dissidents. 

All to no avail. 

Most politicians and judges and appointed gov- 
ernment officials won't be whistie-blowers. 

Now we ask those, in prison and out, to 
help get the issue of Political Prisoners on the 
world stage, by writing to: 

President Nelson Mandela 

Private Bag X1000 

Pretoria 0001 

SOUTH AFRICA 

A few suggestions: 

1. Be brief and to the point. Introduce yourself, 
and ask President Mandela to look into the question of 
Political Prisoners in the U.S. 

2. Include the name and address (if you have it), 
and also a brief description of the status of the Political 


(cont. on p. 5) 


HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE US 


LIFE AND DEATH IN 
AMERICA'S PRISONS 


In 1995 the Human Rights Watch, the Interna- 
tional Human Rights Law Group, and the NAACP 
Legal Defense and Educational Fund wrote to then 
Secretary of State Warren Christopher to express 
their concerns about prison conditions and the treat- 
ment of prisoners in the U.S.. Their summary state- 
ment concluded: "While some of the more overt 
forms of physical torture that tend to be employed by 
repressive governments and paramilitary groups world- 
wide are not authorized or practiced in the U.S. ... , 
there are a number of criminal justice policies and 
practices that constitute "cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment" of the type prohibited under 
Article 1 of the Convention Against Torture, and under 
numerous other legally binding international human 
rights instruments ... 

"The gist of the position taken by the U.S. 
government in its report to the Committee Against 
Torture... is that adequate legal protections exist 
under dornestic law to prevent abusive practices in 
prisons ...Itis true that U.S. laws do provide a number 
of essential protections against abuses in the criminal 
justice system ... But the extensiveness of the viola- 
tions that currently are being reported and docu- 
mented suggest that these legal protections and av- 
enues for obtaining relief are far from adequate, and 
that a pattern and practice of significant abuses con- 
tinues to exist, requiring more substantial remedial 
action than the government has taken to date ..." 

. HHE 


The materialin this issue isa compilation a) 

reports from many sources. Some of them 
are: Frontline News Service, the LA Times, 
the United Nations Department of Public: 
Information, and the Criminal Justice Pro- 
gram of the American Friends Service Com- | 
mittee. Buffalo Chip thanks the many indi- 

- viduals who accomplished the painstaking 

work to make this information available. — | 


OXYMORON: HUMAN RIGHTS AND US PRISONS 


U.S. criticism of human rights abuses elsewhere 
is based on standards set in the United Nations Declara- 
tion of Human Rights, and on the "Standard Minimum 
Rules forthe Treatment of Prisoners," which is available 
at the United Nations Public Information Office. They're 
interesting to read in juxtaposition with some of the 
reports Buffalo Chip receives about the abuses endured 
by the inmates of U.S. prisons. Some excerpts: 


U.N. RULES: "Thereshallbe no discrimination on grounds 
of race, colour, sex, language, religion, political or other 
opinion, national or social origin, property, birth or other status 

"Officers ... shall not ... use force except in self- 
defence or in cases of attempted escape, or active or passive 
physical resistance to an order based on law or regulations. 
Officers who have recourse to force must use no more than is 
strictly necessary and must report the incident immediately to 
the director of the institution..." 

"Except in special circumstances, staff performing 
duties which bring them into direct contact with prisoners 
should not be armed. Furthermore, staff should in no circum- 
stances be provided with arms unless they have been trained in 
their use..." 


U.S. PRACTICE:: A federal grand jury in Sacra- 
mento, CA accused 8 Corcoran State Prison officers of 
pitting inmates in deadly gladiator-style fights for the 
guards’ amusement. The FBI said state authorities tried 
to obstruct the investigation, which is continuing. Inves- 
tigators said a fight between rival gang members was 
deliberately staged, but got out of hand. Moments before 
one of the prisoners was shot in the head by a guard 
during an April 1994 fight, one guard said, 'It's going to be 
duck hunting season,’ according to the indictment." 


U.N. RULES: "DISCIPLINE AND PUNISHMENT ... 
Corporal punishment, punishment by placing in a dark cell, 
and all cruel, inhuman or degrading punishments shall be 
completely prohibited as punishments for disciplinary of- 
fences." 


U.S. PRACTICE : From an inmate atthe Westville, 
indiana Maximum Control Complex: "...De beatings, tear 
gassings, chainings to beds have/are continuing and 
people are being destroyed in this place. ihave witnessed 
people reduced to de point where they begin to eat their 
own feces and yet they get no treatment other than more 
brutality. We need help now. Not sympathy, but concrete 
help. This must be stopped." 

CALL OR WRITE: Christian De Bruyn, Commissioner; 
Indiana Dept. of Correction; E 334 Indiana Govt. Center 
S.; 302 W. Washington St.; Indianapolis, IN 46204; ph: 
(317)232-5715; fax (317)232-6798. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION contact the Coalition Against 2 


Control Units; P.O. Box 17075; Chicago, IL 60614-0075; 
ph: (312)862-5718. 


U.N. RULES: "Inallplaces where prisoners are required to 
live or work, ... the windows shall be large enough to enable the 
prisoners to read or work by natural light, and shall be so 
constructed that they can allowthe entrance of fresh air whether 
or not there is artifical ventilation; ... 

"The sanitary installations shall be adequate to enable 
every prisoner to comply with the needs of nature when 
necessary and in a clean and decent manner ..." 

"All parts ofan institution regularly used by prisoners 
shall be properly maintained and kept scrupulously clean at all 
times..." 


U.S. PRACTICE: "... My greetings are from *** 
lockdown 23 to 24 hours a day. I've experienced Bedlam 
for [many] months -- the flooding of the pod, stopping the 
commode with rags or newspapers -- setting fires -- 
screaming and hollering -- people trying to talk at onetime 
-- kicking on the door -- feces and urine thrown ... " 


U.N. RULES: “MEDICAL SERVICES ... At every institu- 
tion there shall be available the services of at least one qualified 
medical officer who should have some knowledge of psychia- 
try. The medical services should be organizaed in close 
relationship to the general health administration of the com- 
munity or nation. They shall include a psychiatric service for 
the diagnosis and, in proper cases, the treatment of states of 
mental abnormality... 


U.S. PRACTICE: A 1995 class-action suit by 
women prisoners in the California system challenged the 
"medical neglect, torture and abuse" suffered by women 
prisoners at the Central California Women's Facility 
(CCWF) in Chowchilla. According to Judy Greenspan of 
the HIV/AIDS in Prison Project of Catholic Charities, 
"Women with HIV receive dangerously substandard 
medical care at both CCWF and Valley State Prison for 
Women." After reaching a settlement agreement in 
August 1997, the prisoners’ attorney, Ellen Barry, stated, 
"We believe the terms of this settlement can substantially 
improve the medical care that women prisoners receive 
and deserve, but only if the Department of Corrections 
fully complies with the settlement." 


FOR MORE INFORMATION on the California Coalition 
for Women Prisoners, contact (415)255-7036, ext. 4; or 
(510)834-5657, ext. 3150. 


U.N. RULES: "Sick Prisoners who require specialist treat- 
ment shall be transferred to specialized institutions or to civil 
hospitals. Where hospital facilities are provided in an institu- 
tion, their equipment, furnishings and pharmaceutical supplies 


shall be proper for the medical care and treatment of sick 
prisoners, and there shall be a staff of suitably trained offic- 
CIS.” 


U.S. PRACTICE: From a message forwarded in 
May 1998: "URGENT! URGENT! URGENT! LEONARD 
PELTIER SUFFERING FROM EXCRUCIATING PAIN. 
Tonight we received an alarming call from Leonard ... he 
... expressed the pain and the suffering he has been living 
with because of the malicious medical treatment he 
received in Springfield Federal Medical Center in Mis- 
souri. Leonard cannot chew or move his jaw. He cannot 
eat a decent meal. The pain makes him dizzy. He said 
that it feels like there is something in his jaw and that the 
pain is killing him. 

"Leonard needs to see a qualified physician from 
outside of the prison system. While there are plenty of 
good doctors willing to see Leonard (the Mayo clinic has 
agreed to provide their services), the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons are not allowing him to see any of them, even 
though it is his legal right to do so ... We do not want ... 
Leonard to be transferred to Springfield where they have 
already come very close to killing him. 

"We are also concerned with the amount of 
radiation that Leonard was receiving in the jaw area while 
he was there. It has been noted by an independent 
physician that that type of radiation is not normally used 
for correcting Leonard's problem." 


TO HELP LEONARD PELTIER: If people write to the 
prison, be very clear in asking that Leonard be allowed to 
go to the Mayo clinic and to express their serious con- 
cerns with him being sent to Springfield. 


FOR CLEMENCY: US Pardon Attorney Roger C. Adams; 
500 First St., NW Suite 400; Ref. Leonard Peltier #89637- 
132; Washington, DC 20530. Also write President Bill 
Clinton; The White House; 1600 Pennsylvanie Ave., NW; 
Washington, DC 20500 ph. (202)456-1111. 


Letters for Leonard (money can be sent in the form of US 
Postal money orders. He must buy his own phone cards 
and his communication with the outside has proven to be 
lifesaving. He can also receive photos if they are not 
Polaroid.) Leonard Peltier #89637-132! PO Box 1000; 
Leavenworth, KS 66048. 


U.N. RULES: "The medical officer shall see and examine 
every prisoner as soon as possible after his admission and 
thereafter as necessary, with a view particularly to the discovery 
of physical or mental illness and the taking of all necessary 
measures; the segregation of prisoners suspected of infectious 
or contagious conditions; the noting of physical or mental 
defects which might hamper rehabilitation, and the determina- 
tion of the physical capacity of every prisoner for work." 


U.S. PRACTICE: "...They finally had to let *** out 


of the hole. The Dept. of Corrections came up with a new 
policy regarding T.B. testing. Now thay are saying that 
whoever refuse the shot will be made to stay in the hole 
for a year ... In other words they are goin to do the same 
thing they had been doin for the past 15 years ... They 
made it a year in the hole ... to try to justify havin already 
kept people in the hole for a year. Because see, they 
know they cannot prove that there was ever a medical 
reason to justify the hole time. So now they are just 
admittin that its not a medical decision, that its an 
administrative decision, but based on what? Because 
understand, there is nothin you can do in prison, short of 
startin a full fledge riot or murder, that could warrant a full 
year in the hole. Not selling or using drugs, not extortion 
or rape of another inmate, not even most alleged assaults 
on staff will get you more than 6 months, tops. So what 
is it about refusin a T.B. shot, that even they admit now 
[ | 
REDRESS OF ABUSES; WHAT CAN BE DONE: 

The CRIPA statute (Civil Rights of Institu- 
tionalized Persons Act, 42 U.S.C. 1997} was en- 
acted by Congress in 1980. The statute authorizes 
the federal government to investigate and file civil 
actions against state institutions (which includes 
prisons and juvenile detention centers. 

Anyone has standing to request that the 
Department of Justice investigate a particular state 
facility, but in practice, there would probably need 
to be corroborated allegations of a pattern or 


practice of egregious and flagrant civil rights vio- 
tations to interest the DOJ. 


has no medical basis, that warrants a year in the hole ... 
This whole system [is exposed] for doin the same wrong, 
to people, to animal life, plant life, the environment." 


U.N. RULES: "INSTITUTIONAL PERSONNEL. All 
members of the personnel shall at all times so conduct them- 
selves and perform their duties as to influence the prisoners for 
good by their examples and so command their respect..." 


U.S. PRACTICE: According to a report from the 
Pennsylvania Anarchist Black Cross Federation, the PA 
Dept. of Corrections imposed draconian regulations on 
Waynesburg, PA's SCI Greene prison. Death Row pris- 
oners were allowed only those personal items which could 
fit in a small box, forbidden to wear their own clothing, and 
under even more highly restricted access to telephone 
calls and family visits. Legal documents prisoners need 
to defend their lives were confiscated by the DPOC. Even 
more appalling, this department has the power to sign 

death warrants. 
Inmates responded with a hunger strike. Some 
concessions have been made, but the situation remains 
(cont. on p. 5) 


OXYMORON TWO: 
CAPITAL PUNISHMENT 
AND HUMAN RIGHTS 


It's the 50th anniversary of the Universal Decla- 
ration of Human Rights. This United Nations document, 
assembled by the nations of the world, is the consensus 
reached on the basic rights of every human person. The 
US prides itself on its human rights record, and routinely 
pushes for vigorous human rights investigations else- 
where in the world. President Clinton's recent visit to 
China was another opportunity for smugness and finger- 
pointing at human rights abuses perpetrated elsewhere. 

Recently, however, a 53-page report from the 
United Nations Human Rights Commission has provoked 
some furious reactions here: Senator Jesse Helms, Chair 
of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, called the 
report "an absurd U.N. charade". Waly Ndiaye, a former 
Amnesty International official now serving as the U.N. 
special rapporteur on extra-judicial, summary or arbitrary 
executions, spent two weeks interviewing U.S. death row 
inmates and meeting state officials as part of an inquiry 
into capital punishment and deaths in police custody . Mr. 
Ndiaye expressed surprise at his frosty reception in 
America, particularly because he was part of an earlier 
American-backed U.N. team that sought to uncover 
human rights abuses in the former Zaire. 

His report charges that the application of the 
death penalty in the U.S. is tainted by racism, economic 
discrimination, politics and an excessive deference to 
victims' rights. The Commission also calls for a world- 
wide moratorium on capital punishment. 

"In the U.S., guarantees and safeguards, as well 
as specific restrictions on capital punishment, are not 
being fully respected," Ndiaye wrote. "Lack of adequate 
counsel and legal representation for many capital defen- 
dants is disturbing ... The imposition of death sentences 
in the U.S. seems to continue to be marked by arbitrari- 
ness. Race, ethnic origin and economic status appear to 
be key determinants of who will and who will not receive 
a sentence of death.” Ndiaye noted that the U.S. is one 
of only 5 countries to permit the execution of defendants 


(Ana now ... the first item in our new series, "Are You 

Getting Scared?” (with thanks to k.d. taing for the 
song of the same name). 
Top Marine Corps commanders went to Chicago 
this spring, to study the problems of fighting in 
urban areas, as part of a two-year project focusing 
ontactics for winning future wars. Later this year the 
Marines will also visit New York City, Jacksonville, 
Fla, and Charleston, S.C. for further study. The 
Marine Corps Warfighting Center in Quantico, VA, 
will run the training program with the help of Chi- 
cago police, with about 60 marine officers taking 
part. 


> ARE YOU GETTING SCARED? (WE ARE!) 
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( FROM A 1997 STUDY OF MASSACHUSETTS 
PRISONS: 

“Two-thirds of men sentenced to state prison 
from July 1, 1994 to June 30, 1996, under 
mandatory drug-sentencing laws had never 
been convicted of a violent crime. __ 

*Half of prisoners sentenced for drug of- 
fenses had never been charged with a violent 
crime. 

*Blacks and Hispanics make up 85 % of those 
drug-related commitments. 

“Hispanics are sent to state prison for drug 
offenses at a rate 81 times that of whites also 
convicted of drug crimes, and blacks at a rate 
39 times that of whites. 


and 


FROM A REPORT BY THE AMERICAN BAR 
ASSOCIATION 

*Whites constitute 75% of drug users but 62% 
of drug arrests. 

*Blacks make up 15% of drug users and 33% 
of arrests. 

*A person who lives in a poor neighborhood 
is 19 times more likely to be incarcerated for 
a drug offense than someone who lives in a 
nonpoverty area. 


a 


A 


who committed their crimes while younger than 18 -- a 
violation of the International Covenant on Civil and 
Political Rights, which the U.S. has signed. The others 
are Iran, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Yemen. Few other 
industrial democracies retain the death penalty, and while 
executions are declining elsewhere around the world, 
they are on the rise in the U.S., even among juvenile 
defendants, the mentally impaired and women, Ndiaye 
reported. 

Ndiaye's visit made some officials uneasy in a 
country which frequently condemns abuses in other na- 
tions but has rarely been a target of investigators like 
Ndiaye. 

The report also criticized the execution of the 
mentally retarded, judges seeking contributions from 
lawyers for their election campaigns and the lack of 
adequate funds and selection process to provide lawyers 
forthe poor. He said African-Americans were particularly 
hard hit when they appeared before all-white juries, 
prosecutors and judges elected or selected because they 
favored the death penalty. 


HHH 


fly, VA. He e says 


Love has tò be in our lives. A ; 
bevel the s source of pay love will affect our lives i in 


love. ; 

Love being ours s forever. 

; Can 1 be of peace m mysel. knowing that my 

destruction, 

- How much can | bear? : 

The unbearable predicament that always keep me 

Where do I go from here? 

- Time continue to be a Known t acknowledgment o of 
my 

‘Oppression. 

The cell the door the four corners of the walls. 

_ The aperture an juxtapose so food and other items 
-Can be given to you -- a lock is inserted from the 

Outside to keep the mechanism in place. 

| have to continue to. go on strong determined and 

Having the love that cannot be destroyed from 

within 

My being by my conditions and surroundings. 


NELSON MANDELA AND U.S. PPs 


(cont. from p. 1) Prisoner(s) you may know. 

3. Ask President Mandela to bring the issue of 
Political Prisoners in the U.S. to the United Nations 
Commission on Human Rights. Urge him to seek their 
release, in any way he deems wise. 

4. Send a copies of the letter to: 

a) Maurice Glele-Adhanhazo; Special 
Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism; c/o 
Center for Human Rights; United Nations; 8-14 Avenue 
de la Paix; Geneva, Switzerland; 

b) Bacre Waly Ndiaye; United Nations Commis- 
sion on Human Rights; c/o Center for Human Rights; 
United Nations; 8-14 Avenue de la Paix; Geneva, Swit- 
zerland; and 

c) Gloria Bartek; Buffalo Chip; 1314 S. 9th St.; 
Omaha, NE 68108; U.S.A. 

NOTE: U.S. postage for foreign mail is 60 
cents for a one-half ounce letter, and $1 for one 
ounce. 


reason and conscience and should act to- 
- wards one another i in a spirit of brotherhood. ae 
= Article 1, Theinternationa Billot Human Rights. = 


HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
U.S. PRISONS 


(cont. from p. 3) tentative, at best. 


U.N. RULES: "The prison administration shall provide 
for the careful selection of every grade of the personnel, 
since it is on their integrity, humanity, professional capac- 
ity and personal suitability for the work that the proper 
administration of the institution depends." 


U.S. PRACTICE: "| am a Prisoner at *** in the *** 
(hole) on an indeterminate sentence. I've been on this 
status for [9 years]. There is no change in sight ... [T]here 
have been 8 killings here ... [inthe past few years]. Intheir 
(the prison's) PR release they tried to blame it on gang 
violence, neglecting to point out that they must be lax in 
their (the guards) duties to secure the *** unit!" 


( 


HEE 


ARE YOU GETTING SCARED? 
(# 2 in a series)) 


The Supreme Court ruled 7 to 2 last Janu- 
ary that an untrue denial of guilt under 
questioning by a Federal investigator can 
be prosecuted as a crime under the Fed- 
eral false-statements law. The courts for 
years have mitigated the law's impact by 
interpreting the law as offering an implicit 
exception for situations where a truthful 
answer would be self-incriminating. 

Now Justice Antonin Scalia has applied a 
literal interpretation of the statute. Jus- 
tice Ruth Bader Ginsburg in a separate 
concurring opinion said that, while the - 
Court's conclusion was correct, she 
wanted to “call attention to the extraordi- 
nary authority Congress, perhaps unwit- 
tingly, has conferred on prosecutors to 
manufacture crimes. g 


L ARE You GETTING SCARED? 


NOTES FROM THE 


LINCOLN JUSTICE COMMITTEE 
by Dianne Myers 


** Jericho March Organization will focus on: 1) am- 
nesty for Political Prisoners/Prisoners of War; 2) the 
establishment of a Legal Defense Fund to support a 
national legal defense team; and 3) Medical treatment for 
PPs/POWs. Dr. Barb Zeller of New York has agreed to 
work across the country to establish appropriate medical 
care. 


** ocal news: 

Mondo's book, "A View from Taney's Place" is avail- 
able from the LUC. Send $15 to LUC at PO Box 30052, 
Lincoln, NE 68503-0052. 


** Carter VanPelt's radio show at KZUM, 89.3, airs on 
Saturdays from 4 to 5 p.m. It's called “Radio Free 
Mondo," which is repeated constantly on the air. Yes, 
there are Political Prisoners in Nebraska. 


**1 JC will hold a vintage book sale on August 22, 
1998, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at Newman United Method- 
ist Church, 23rd & R Streets, Lincoln, NE. Donations will 
be accepted from 6 to 8 p.m. on Thursday and Friday, 
August 20 and 21, at the same location. 


"History lays down events over the struggles of 
conscience. Victories throb inside the layer, 
and defeats. History does not caver them: it 
makes them stand out. 


Can history ever flow m the current of 
conscience?" 


“Karol Wojtyla, 1974 


Comite Hispano Montessori 
dba Buffalo Chip 

2125 S. 35th Avenue 
Omaha, NE 68105-3131 


Arm The Spirit 
PO Box 6326 Stn. A 


` Thanks yet againi tothose generous people 
-who send money to Buffalo Chip, to hel 
; with costs. Your gifts ; are deeply appreci- : 


sent to: Buffalo Chip, 1314 S. 9th ‘St, 
Omaha, NE 69708. Blessings! 


Raze the Walls! has sent a fot of material including 
their publication "Fire in the Sky." One item is “A European 
Mirror of Truth," from a writer in the Netherlands. Some 
excerpts ought to give us pause: 

"When we hear in the Netherlands of the [U.S.] justice 
system, it begins to ... evoke a deep-seated fear, for in many 
ways, it has begun to sound like the old Germany ... [L]ook at 
the States of Alabama and Arizona, where they flaunt the image 
of chained human beings ... herding them under the muzzies of 
guns along their roadways. 

Next, look to Texas, where they all too proudly ... show 
visitors their museum that demonstrates the process used to kill 
[their] prisoners ... 

[Also,] Texas correctional industries... 
money utilizing prisoner labor with no wages ... We [wonder] 
why the US was not allowing China ... to sell things in America 
that political prisoners in China had made. In looking more 
closely at that fine line between what the US considers accept- 
able for its own prisoners, and that which intrudes upon a 
Chinese prisoner's rights, from a realistic perspective that 
distinction eludes. But also, we wonder if the US could meet 
those same standards and purported objectives of such laws, 
if they were applied in an unbiased and factual manner regard- 
ing its own prisons and prisoners? ... 

...[W]e as thinking and compassionate human beings 
become even more fearful of your nation touting itself as a world 
leader, for what is the message being sent to other nations ...? 
It is not a good message at all, my dear North American 
neighbors! 
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